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Board Members at Large
Steven Elliott, WORAL

Dan Lautenschleger, KCOIAP
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CALENDAR OF CLUB EVENTS, etc.

Our club meetings are held the third Tuesday of the
month at the Red Cross building in Madison, 4860
Sheboygan Avenue. Regular meetings start with the
business meeting at 7:30 PM, followed by the program
unless otherwise noted. Times and location are subject
to change, with prior notice.

Saturday morning ‘““Zilch’ locations

The Eastside Zilch (ham breakfasts) are at 7:30 AM at
the Green Lantern on the west end of Siggelkow Road
in McFarland.

The Westside Zilch is at 10:00 AM at Village Green at
7508 Hubbard Ave. in Middleton. See you there.

Madison Area InfoNet

Thursday evenings on 147.15 at 8 PM; 146.76 is the
backup frequency. Traffic and check-ins are welcome.

Madison Ham Web Page

Website is at http://www.qgsl.net/flarc. Keep
checking the links page for new goodies!

Meeting dates and programs

March 21st meeting will be at Red Cross, 7:30 pm. Our
guest speaker with be Steve Franzen, N9CK, talking
about contesting in today’s world.

e WI QSO Party--1800Z March 12 - 0100Z March 13,
http://www.warac.org/wqp/2006/06rules.htm

e MARA Swapfest, April 22.

e Field Day -- June 24-25, 2006

The Prez Says

Greetings to all!

The February meeting featured a presentation by
Ralph Henes, W9CAR. Ralph’s topic was on the
“DO'S & DON'TS FOR GOING MOBILE IN TODAY'S
SOPHISTICATED VEHICLES”. | wasn’t up to
attending the presentation personally, but those
who did said that it was a wealth of well-
presented information. Thanks, Ralph! Ralph
and Roger also worked together to combine the
DX Report and a Peter 1 report - - Peter 1 being
the 3YOX expedition that managed 87,034 QSOs
between 8 Feb and 18 Feb 2006. Wow! and
special congratulations to all of you who made it
into the log! (check for yourself at:
http://www.peterone.com/pllog.html )

| extend my thanks to John/WZ9I for presiding at
the February meeting in my place.

REMINDER: the Wisconsin QSO Party is scheduled
for 12 March! Contact Terry/WU9F with any last
minute questions you may have on what to do/
how to participate in the WI QSO Party. Your
points can make the difference, and we’d like to
have your help.

The March meeting will feature a presentation on
contesting by Steve, N9CK. Contesting has a
decidedly different focus than DX-ing, and Steve’s
presentation may be just the catalyst some of us
need to venture forth into the fray that seems to
take over the bands during a major contest
weekend.

Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting - -

73, Frederick
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News and Stories

FCC noncommittal on "Morse

code" proceeding

February 14, 2006. Just when the FCC will act on
the "Morse code" proceeding, WT Docket 05-235,
remains hazy. The Commission released a Notice
of Proposed Rule Making and Order (NPRM&O) last
July proposing to eliminate the Element 1 (5
WPM) Morse code requirement for all license
classes. The Amateur Radio community filed more
than 3800 comments on the proceeding, and
additional comments continue to show up, even
though the formal comment deadline was last
fall. The next—and most-anticipated--step for the
Commission is to formally adopt any revisions to
its rules and conclude the proceeding with a
Report and Order (R&O) that spells out the
changes and specifies their effective date.

"There really is no news," an FCC Wireless
Telecommunications Bureau (WTB) staffer told
ARRL this week on background. "We certainly
hope to release WT Docket 05-235 sometime this
year, but we're not making any predictions at this
time." The WTB staffer indicated there would be
no "big announcements" at the Dayton
Hamvention FCC Forum either.

Beyond eliminating the Morse requirement, the
FCC declined in its NPRM&O to go forward with
any other suggested changes to Amateur
Service licensing rules or operating privileges.

The proceeding began with 18 petitions for rule
making--many just calling for the elimination of
the Morse requirement but some asking for more
far-reaching changes in the Amateur Service
rules. The various petitions attracted a total of
some 6200 comments. The FCC subsequently
consolidated the petitions--including one from the
ARRL asking the FCC to establish a new entry-
level license class and to retain the Morse
requirement for Amateur Extra class applicants--
into a single proceeding designated WT 05-235.

Worth noting is that the FCC did not propose in
WT 05-235 to extend HF privileges to current
Technician licensees who have not passed a
Morse code examination. In its NPRM&O the FCC

suggested that in a no-Morse-requirement regime,
such "codeless Techs" would be able to gain HF
access by taking the Element 3 General class
written examination.

Before it releases an R&O on the Morse code
proceeding, however, the WTB wants to wrap up
action in another Amateur Radio-related docket--
the "Phone Band Expansion” (or "Omnibus") NPRM
in WT Docket 04-140, released last April 15. A
dozen petitions for rulemaking, some dating back
to 2001, were consolidated in the Omnibus
proceeding. In that NPRM, the Commission
proposed to go along with the ARRL's Novice
refarming plan aimed at reallocating the current
Novice/Tech Plus subbands to expand portions of
the 80, 40 and 15 meter phone bands. The FCC
also agreed with an ARRL proposal to extend
privileges in the current General CW-only HF
subbands to present Novice and Tech Plus
licensees (or Technicians with Element 1 credit).

Any FCC decision to eliminate the 5 WPM Morse
code requirement for HF access would have no
impact on either the current HF CW-only
subbands or on the CW privileges of Amateur
Radio licensees. The Morse code proceeding
neither put forward nor recommended any
changes in CW allocations or privileges.

PRESIDENT HARRISON NAMES ARRL
NATIONAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE

PLANNING COMMITTEE

ARRL President Joel Harrison, W5ZN, has
appointed 13 individuals to serve on the ARRL
National Emergency Response Planning
Committee. The League's Board of Directors
resolved to establish the panel during its annual
meeting in January "to appropriately prepare for
future large-scale disasters." The committee will
develop a comprehensive recommendation for
ARRL responses to regional, national and
international disasters.

"This group reflects a nationwide assembly of
individuals with direct field experience in all
aspects of emergency communications at various
levels with disasters such as hurricanes,
earthquakes, wildfires, floods and terrorist
activity to name a few," Harrison said. "There
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were many excellent recommendations for this

committee, which is quite encouraging in itself

and speaks highly of Amateur Radio's productive
involvement in emergency communications."”

ARRL First Vice President Kay Craigie, N3KN, will
chair the ad hoc committee. Appointed to serve
on the committee were:

Delta Division Director Henry Leggette, WD4Q,
(Programs and Services Committee liaison);
Pacific Division Vice Director Andy Oppel, N6AJO;
Atlantic Division Vice Director Tom Abernethy,
W3TOM; Alabama Section Manager Greg Sarratt,
W40ZK; Western Washington Section Manager Ed
Bruette, N7NVP; South Texas Section Emergency
Coordinator Jerry Reimer, KK5CA; Southern
Florida Section Emergency Coordinator Jeff Beals,
WA4AW; NYC-Long Island Section Emergency
Coordinator Tom Carrubba, KA2D; Mississippi
Section District Emergency Coordinator Karl
Bullock, WASTMC; Colorado Net Manager/State
Government Liaison Gene McGahey, AL7GQ; IARU
Region Il Emergency Coordinator Rick Palm, K1CE,
(IARU liaison) and ARRL Field and Educational
Services Manager Dave Patton, NN1N (ARRL staff
liaison).

Harrison said the committee will begin its work
immediately under Craigie's direction. Among
other things, the National Emergency Response
Planning Committee will thoroughly evaluate the
responses and actions of ARRL and the Amateur
Radio Emergency Service (ARES) during Hurricane
Katrina as well as lessons learned.

The Board's resolution establishing the committee
noted that the emergency communications
resources and organization needed for national
and international disasters "are markedly
different" from what's required at the regional
and local levels. Given the unprecedented scope
and devastation of the 2005 hurricane season in
general and of Hurricane Katrina in particular,
ARRL Headquarters was placed into a leadership
coordination role through national-level requests
for help from served agencies such as the
American Red Cross.

The ARRL Board will consider the committee's
recommendations at its 2007 annual meeting next
January.

Four Lakes Club Items

The NEW Feedline

Beginning in January 2006, The Feedline
newsletter has be provided to the membership in
electronic format only. Each member is sent a
PDF (Adobe Acrobat file) copy of the newsletter in
full color. Please be sure you renew your
membership and put your e-mail address on the
form. If you prefer to send your e-mail address
directly to the editor, please send it to
w9ral@aol.com or w9ral@arrl.net . File size will
be kept to a minimum to allow for fast as possible
downloads from your Internet Service Provider.

Looking for Fun at Field Day?

FLARC is looking for a volunteer to be the
chairperson for the Field Day event in June, 2006.
If you have an interest in Field Day, and would
like to be on the cutting edge of Field Day
activities, contact John, WZ9I, the FLARC Vice
President and Field Day Chairman.

A site for Field Day 2006 has been selected, which
will be Token Creek County Park, near 1-90 and
Hwy 51, northeast of Madison. This appears to be
a very good location, and a map of the location
has been attached at the end of this newsletter.

FLARC Treasurer’s Report

The FLARC treasurer reports $4432.97 in our
banking account at the February meeting, and a
total of 100 members in the club.

General Class in May 2006

Amateur Radio General Class Workshop-- May 13,
14, 2006. You need, of course, a Technician or
Novice license as a pre-requisite.

Here is a weekend workshop to help you upgrade
your Novice or Technician Class ham radio license
to General Class. Earn new privileges that will
enable you to explore all the ham bands, try out
new modes, and get into worldwide
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communications. A license examination session on
Sunday afternoon concludes the workshop, so can
upgrade your license to General Class in only

two days. (The workshop covers the written
element but does not cover 5 wpm Morse Code,
which is required to earn the General Class
license.)

The workshop is free-even refreshments are
provided! (There is, however, an exam fee of
$14.00 to cover administrative costs.) To prepare
you must get a copy of the ARRL General Class
License Manual (5th ed., $16.95), which is
available via web or mail order from the American
Radio Relay League: www.arrl.org/catalog.
(Check the ARRL web site for lots of information
about ham radio.) You will receive suggestions
for studying after you register. AES in Milwaukee
sells the book, also. www.aesham.com.

Go to
http://www.spaceplace.wisc.edu/SPARC.shtml
for additional information.

Please tell us your age if you are a high school
student or younger. Register soon! Class size is
limited to 25. Email Don Michalski at
w9ixg@arrl.org or call 608-274-1886.

If you already have your General, please pass this
information around. | have included a flyer for
you to post at your place of employment, also!

73, Don, WIIXG

The Big Project Update

The Big Project is OFF for the moment. Our
school has no instructor for the program, so we
are “back to square one.” If you know of a local
school which would be interested in beginning an
amateur radio program, please contact Don
Michalski, WOIXG, or Frederick Baguhn, W9GOC.

Programs for FLARC Meetings

We need lots more ideas and topics for programs to
present at our meetings. So let us hear from you. Send
your ideas to Frederick, W9GOC, or to any of the
FLARC Board Members. Thanks for your support.

FLARC Web Site

The FLARC URL is http://www.gsl.net/flarc . If
you see any errors, please let Steve Elliott,
WOIRAL know, e-mail: w9ral@aol.com .

Elmers

If you are interested in being an ElImer, one who
helps newcomers get started in ham radio, we
would like you to contact FLARC. Our coordinator
for our EImer Program is Ralph, W9CAR who can
be contacted at 231-9195 or 212-7300. Let us all
get involved in helping others become better
amateur radio operators. BECOME AN ELMER!

VE Testing Program

The Four Lakes Amateur Radio Club of Madison,
Wisconsin sponsors a monthly VE testing program at
the University of Wisconsin Space Place, 2300 South
Park Street, downstairs on the lower level, in the
Villager shopping center complex (located in the
middle of the shopping center).

Exams are given the first Saturday of the month.
Holidays included. Doors open at 8:00 AM, and we
hope to have all exams completed and graded by 10:00
AM. Testing is also available to all candidates on
Sundays after the Ham Training classes, which are
offered three times per year, and after the spring
MARA Swapfest.

We offer special accommodations for testing to those
with alternate abilities. We require some advance
warning on the nature of the accommodations you will
need, e.g., an exam reader, visual code, etc. Other
than that no reservations are necessary. Walk-ins
preferred. Try to arrive at 8 AM or shortly thereafter.

UW-Space Place is located at 2300 S. Park Street,
lower level, in Madison, WI. Watch for the Park Street,
highway 151 north, exit from the Beltline which is
highway 12 & 18 - UW-Space Place is approximately
1/2 mile north of the Beltline, and will be on your left
as you head toward the heart of town just past
McDonald's. That landmark is more identifiable than
the Space Place signage. The Villager shopping center's
2300 S Park Street is the middle of the first parking lot
past McDonald's. The UW radio club's BARS repeater,
146.685, pl 123.0, is used for talk in before the start
time of 8 AM. Testing is in the lower part of the
building in the Space Place class room. Look for signs
when you enter the building.

Things to bring:
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e Photo ID or two other forms of identification;
If you have another FCC license (for example,
GMRS) in your name, please bring your Federal
Registration Number as it is used by the FCC's
Universal Licensing System. (If you have no such
license, your Social Security number will serve as
an interim identifier until your FRN is generated.)

If you have a current amateur radio license, please

also bring:

e The ORIGINAL license and ORIGINALs of any CSCEs
which should be considered (both returned to you
after inspection), and

e a photocopy of the license and CSCEs (sent with
your application to the ARRL VEC) $14.00 exam
fee, preferably as a check or money order made
payable to ARRL/VEC

Things NOT to bring:

e A fancy programmable calculator. (the calculator
must not have memories, or the memories must be
cleared before you use it on the test. This includes
clearing the PDA or cell phone memories, so those
would not be good choices to use for a calculator.)
Simple calculators are provided for your use.

73, Sam Rowe KGING acting coordinator
E-mail: KGOING@arrl.net
608 246-8582, 24-hour machine.

Buck Nite Winner at FLARC

The Buck Night Winner at the February meeting
was Paulette Quick WBOVHF.

Mission Statement

The Four Lakes Amateur Radio Club

The Four Lakes Amateur Radio Club (F.L.A.R.C.) is a non-profit,

general interest club that exists to promote the growth and

enjoyment of Amateur Radio in South-Central Wisconsin. The club’s

mission is to encourage new operators, enhance the skills and

interests of those already licensed and to provide communications in

the event of disasters or other emergencies. To accomplish this

mission, F.L.A.R.C. will:

e  Schedule regular meetings with informational programs and the
opportunity for informal fellowship.

. Publish a monthly newsletter for the membership.

e  Sponsor training classes.

e  Sponsor Volunteer Examinations.

The Feedline is the regular monthly newsletter of the Four Lakes

Amateur Radio Club (FLARC). The editor for The Feedline is Steve

Elliott, WORAL, and can be contacted at (608) 345-2286 or e-mail:

w9ral@aol.com .

Member Birthdays

March:

NO9KAN—Jim Kalrath

WAQPUX—Ralph Gable

4 N9HNN—John Pellet
KBO9TPQ—Tom Garrison

27 KC9CHL—BIlake Johnson
KF9AQ—Kevin Graniero

30 WB9ONOV—Frank Holliday

w N

2 KBILYM—Jackie Jeardeau

3 WBOCLI—Phil Carlson

4 WORNF—Sharon Toal

6 K9APW—Richard Lust

9 KC9BFD—Emily Baguhn
KA9BYD—John Hicks

18 KB9UOL—Michelle Godfrey

23 KC9FNF—Carter Wegner

26 KC9AJIN—Dorothy Sorge

Wisconsin Items

Wisconsin QSO Party - March 12

March 12, 2006 noon CST (1800 Z) to 7 PM CST (0100 Z
March 13).

Phone and CW - all stations may be worked once per
mode - ALL amateur modes and bands may be used
where contesting is not prohibited. In addition mobiles
may be worked once per mode per Wisconsin county
that they operate from. Mobiles may not sit on a
county line to operate.

Frequencies (MHz): CW 3.550, 3.705, 7.050, 14.050,
15M, 10M, 6M, 2M and up. Phone 3.890, 7.230,
14.290, 21.350, 28.400, 6M, 2M and up. No repeater
QSOs.

Categories: Single Op Fixed, Single Op Mobile, Single
Op Novice, Single Op Technician, Multi Op Fixed, Multi
Op Mobile, Multi Op Technician, Multi Multi Op Fixed
and Multi Multi Op Mobile.

Exchange: Stations in Wisconsin send WISCONSIN
county. Stations out of Wisconsin send State, or
Canadian Province or Country.

SCORING: Phone =1 pt, CW = 2 pts ( digital scores as
CW ). Multiply CW + phone points by power multiplier
to determine CONTACT points. Power multiplier: x2 (
<5 W), x1.5 (<150 W), x1 (>150 W). Final Score: WI
stations - multiply contact points by sum of WI counties
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(72') + states (50 ) + provinces ( 13). Note - DX Mar 14 | Dane Co. - Monona - Monona Community
countries worked count for QSO points but not as Center (old city hall), 1011 Nichols Rd.,
multipliers. WI mobiles and portables may add 500 630-830 pm. For more info see
bonus points for each county that you operate from, www. midwestsstrc.org
outside of your home county, with a minimum of 12 Mar 15 | Columbia Co. - Portage - Law
multiply contact points by the number of WI counties 711 East Cook, 630-830 pm
worked.
Mar 16 | Sauk Co. - Baraboo - West Square Bldg,
Full entry information on www.warac.org including 3rd floor county board room, 10-noon
information on electronic log format. Questions to (basic)
KO9KR. Mar 16 | Sauk Co. - Baraboo - West Square Bldg,
3rd floor county board room, 2-4 pm
Logs due April 13 to "k9kr@arrl.net" OR to Wisconsin (advanced)
QSO Party, West Allis RAC, PO Box 1072, Milwaukee, WI Mar 18 | Milwaukee Co. - Greenfield ngh School
53201. MASA event, TBD
] Mar 20 | Dane Co. - Sun Prairie - City Hall, 300 E.
FLARC contact is Terry, WU9F, Main St., 630-830 pm
_tabachmf:mn_@tds.net , and sge furthe’r Mar 21 | Fond du Lac Co. - City of Fond du Lac - in
information in the back of this month’s The basement of County Courthouse - 630-830
Feedline. pm, open only to law enforcement
officials, firefighters, hams, and
. - . emergency responders
Wisconsin Section News _
. . L . . Mar 22 | Sheboygan Co. - City of Sheboygan - UW
Keep in touch with the ham action in Wisconsin by Campus - Large bldg on southwest side of
going to the Wisconsin section website: campus, 630-830 pm
http://www.arrl.org/sections/?sect=Wi. Mar 23 | Ozaukee Co. - Port Washington - Sheriff
. ) ) Bldg. in basement, 630-830 pm
73, Don, WIIXG, Wisconsin Section Manager Mar 27 | Green Lake Co. - Berlin Fire Dept., 630-
830 pm
Awards Checkers Mar 28 \é\/s%lworth Co. - East Troy Fire Dept., 630-
. . pm
Checker for the_WAS Award is Gari, ’NGQV. When Var 29 | Dane Co. - Madison — Alliant Center?
you are ready, just contact him; he’ll be glad to 630-830 pm
do it, 608-221-2022 or gberliot@ameritech.net . Mar 30 | Dodge Co. - Juneau - County Admin Bidg
N in city square), 630-830 pm
Checker for the VUCC awards is Richard, K9APW. IYTER éov Canq- s 2 Stter classes
Contact him at 608-833-0011 or kQapw@arrl.net. 5p P
Apr 06 | Marquette Co. - Montello - Sheriff/Public
For Weather Net Folks Safety Bldg.1-3 pm _
. . . Apr 06 | Marquette Co. - Montello - Sheriff/Public
The Wisconsin-based Badger Weather Net is held Safety Bldg., 630-830 pm
every morning on 3.985 MHz, between 0500 and Apr 10 | no spotter classes
0715 local time. Apr 11 | Green Co. - perhaps 3 classes
Apr 12 | Lafayette Co. - Darlington - Courthouse
2006 Severe Weather Spotter board room, 630-830 pm
. Apr 13 | lowa Co. - Dodgeville - Courthouse 2nd
Class Schedule (subject to change) P | fioor, 630-830 pm
Mar 13 | Kenosha Co. - Kenosha County Center at Apr 17 | Washington Co. - St. Lawrence Fire
intersection of Hwy 50 & 45, 630-830pm Dept., 2-4 pm
(basic) Apr 17 | Washington Co. - St. Lawrence Fire
Dept., 630-830 pm
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Apr 18 | Kenosha Co. - Kenosha County Center at
intersection of Hwy 50 & 45, 630-830pm,
(advanced)

Apr 19 | Jefferson Co. - City of Jefferson -
Courthouse board room 2nd floor, 630-
830 pm

Apr 20 | drill day, no spotter classes

Apr 27 | Racine Co. - Gateway Tech in Racine,
Racine Bldg, 630-830 pm

For Sky Warn Watchers

If the weather gets active in the Dane
County/Southern Wisconsin area, you may want to
follow the action on 444.375MHz.

Submitted by Kevin, K9EV.

And Also...

The Milwaukee Area Skywarn Association (storm
spotters) webpage has a state-wide list of

frequencies used for severe weather reporting.

Follow the link near the top of the page:
http://www.mke-skywarn.org .

Amateur Radio Auction

The Eau Claire Amateur Radio Club is having an
Auction on March 18, 2006. The information can
be found at the following website:
http://www.ecarc.org/auction.htm

From the Wisconsin Association of

Repeaters

On March 4, 2006, W.A.R. held it's annual meeting
and election of officers for 2006. Basically, the entire
board was re-elected to their respective posts.

Chairman: Gary Bargholz N9UUR
Vice Chairman: Dan Bolander WBOTYT
Treasurer: Jim Sheetz K90QO
Secretary: Mark Heimermann KF9CS

As his first official act for 2006, the Chairman
made the following appointments:

Frequency Coordinator: Dave Karr KA9FUR
Asst. Frequency Coordinator: Milt Klingsporn N9WSZ
W.A.R. Representative to the NFCC:

Nels Harvey WA9JOB

W.A.R. Webmaster: Dave Knaus N9QA

The next meeting of W.A.R. will be held in Eau Claire,
WI, on July 15, 2006.

From N9UUR

ARRL Items

W1AW 2006 Winter Operating
Schedule

The W1AW Operating Schedule may also be found
on page 98 in the January 2006 issue of QST or on
the web at, http://www.arrl.org/wlaw.html .

Information Locator

Amateur Radio Web Sites

MARA www.qgsl.net/mara

WAR WWW.Wi-repeaters.org

MDXC http://www.madisondxclub.org
NOMW http://www.n9mw.com (DX-Cluster)
SMC http://www.w9smc.com

Dane County ARES/RACES
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/dane co ares-races/
(has a current listing of Public Service Events)

Note: The Wisconsin Association of Repeaters
(WAR) site, http://www.wi-repeaters.org/, will
provide a current list of all repeaters in the state
of Wisconsin. You can get the list sorted by
frequency, by city or by region. The list has the
offset, tone frequency, availability of auto patch,
emergency power, owner, if open and if it’s
associated with emergency nets.

MDXC works with Internet Explorer and not with
some versions of Netscape.

Other interesting sites are www.gsl.net and
www.qgrz.com. There are many, many links to
other sites, which promote things from antennas,
antenna construction to software. Also
www.ac6bv.com and
www.cpcug.org/user/wfeidt/index.htm are full of
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links about ham radio. The latter is NG3K Amateur
Radio Contest/DX page with the link ADXO,
Announced DX Operations.

If you click on some of these URLs, they may not
work and you will get an error message. They are
OK if you type them into your browser.

Also, the ARRL Letter is a weekly update of
amateur radio news, which can be found at:
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter/ .

Badger Amateur Radio Society
(BARS)

For those of you who utilize the 146.685 MHz,
pl123.0 Hz (W9YT), repeater in the Madison area,
the Badger Amateur Radio Society (BARS) is the
group which operates this equipment. The BARS
group is the student based organization of the
University of Wisconsin, and is open to amateur
radio operators who are students, alumni, or just
involved in amateur radio. BARS meetings are the
second and fourth Thursdays of the month, at
5:00 pm and 5:45 pm, respectively, in room 1055
ECB (Engineering Center Building).

Currently, the BARS Echolink®© unit is off-line and
not operational, due to questions concerning the
operation of the simplex unit under FCC rules.

QRP - A New Section

QRP is a subject within amateur radio which has
been somewhat “low key,” or lacking power.
(Sorry, 1 got a million of them.)

The Feedline is about to answer the call of QRP
by introducing a QRP section in our Newsletter.
So, calling all you QRP fans and operators, we
need your assistance in bringing our new QRP
sections to life. We are interested in your stories,
technical topics, references to articles you have
seen or read, anything related and a part of QRP
in amateur radio. We shall put the items
together, and begin the QRP Section in next
months The Feedline.

Thanks in advance, and we look forward to
hearing from you. (Remember, submissions may
be greater than 5 watts at the output/input for
this section.)

And Other New Topic Areas and
Sections for The Feedline

As our newsletter continues to develop and grow,
we are always looking for topic areas and sections
to add to our monthly writings. If you have any
ideas, are willing to contribute to a topic area, or
just have found some information you think
amateur radio operators need to know about, let
our editor know. You can contact Steve Elliott,
WORAL, at w9ral@aol.com or w9ral@arrl.net .

Learn Morse Code

Here is yet another location on the Web where
you can gain information about Morse Code and
get assistance with you r learning. The website:
http://justlearnmorsecode.com/

Technical Round-up

Need Manuals or Tech Info for
Your Radio?

The following website has a lot of information for
a very large number of amateur radios by many
manufacturers.

http://www.ham.dmz.ro/

Give it a whirl the next time you need a manual,
schematic, bulletin, or how to repair a problem.

For Sale and Advertisers

BUY — SELL — TRADE

ATTENTION FLARC MEMBERS: If you have
amateur radio or computer items that you would
like to BUY, SELL, or TRADE, you can do it in The
Feedline. There is no charge for non-commercial
advertising. Ads can be sent to Steve Elliott,
WORAL editor, w9ral@aol.com , and will be
posted for 3 months. Continuations for additional
months can also be sent to Steve.
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FOR SALE

Great Prices -- local ham selling as follows:

e Vertical antenna - Eagle by Gap - list $239 plus
shipping, now $50.

¢ Rig Blaster - manual uncertain but
guaranteed, list $129 - now $20.

e 2 coax cables - make offer.

Bill Gulley, KB9SUP, 218-9293,

bgulley@charter.net (3an2006)

FOR SALE
Mosley TA-33 3 element/3 band beam. $50.00
Pick up only, no shipping.
Roger, K9EMG at +1 (608) 221-8496. (3an2006)

FOR SALE

The following items are for sale:

¢ M-18, 50-foot, Glen Martin tower with a Hazer
6 tram system for antenna mounting.

e XP-70 Series Sommer antenna which appears
to be a 706 model or 708 model.

o Miscellaneous feed line and tower guy wires.

e Antenna rotor (no current information on what
unit it is, or whether it works).

Tower is located in Madison, Wisconsin, and

further information can be obtained by calling

Steve, WO9RAL, at 608-345-2286. Proceeds from

the sale of this equipment is being donated by the

Family of Mas lyama to the Big Project work in our

area and supported by FLARC. (Feb2006)

FOR SALE
New In Box Barker & Williamson BWDS-1.8-30
stainless steel folded dipole.

Used by governments world-wide. Great for both
ham & shortwave radio. Covers 1.8 - 30 MHz
CONTINUOUS, SWR under 2:1 & 30 - 54 MHz
CONTINUOUS with an SWR of under 3:1 & rated at
2KW PEP SSB/CW.

Made of more durable stainless steel wire not the
copperweld version. Popular Communications
review article is attached or at:
http://www.bwantennas.com/instr/PCJulyTechSh

owcase.pdf

AES list price for stainless version of this antenna
is $374 plus shipping & Wis. Sales tax. (New part
number is BWDS-90).

Make a reasonable offer. Email me or call me at
847-867-2774.

73, Mark, WBQQZB@AOL.COM (Feb2006)

Advertisers

The club is always looking for advertisers for
our club. This helps defray the cost of the news
letter some. If you have a candidate(s) in mind;
see Don or any board member for details. Itis a
good way for some business to get exposure and
help the club out. It isn’t very expensive at all.
Contact Don Michalski, WO9IXG or Frederick
Baguhn, W9GOC.

Ham Cw! | Tech!

General| Extra!

University

The Ham University

Ham University is the premier Windows program
for helping you pass your FCC Exams. Ham
University contains all the questions for all three
FCC written exams. You can browse the
questions, quiz yourself on your weak areas, or
set yourself a mock exam. Ham University
provides you with three ways to learn Morse
code. First there are formal lessons which
introduce the code one letter at a time. Then
there are exercises, a set of typical transmissions
to practice on (you set the speed). And finally
there is Pentode®. This highly motivating game
(inspired by Tetris) makes acquiring the code
effortless.

Requirements: You will need a PC with a 386 or higher
running Win95, Win98, Win-ME, WinNT, Win2000 or
WinXP plus a sound card.

Goto: http://hamuniversity.com/
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Contest Information
WAT7BNM Monthly Contest Calendar

Please note that you may not be able to operate during all of the total hours of the contests listed below.
Total operating time may also vary by entry category. See individual contest rules for allowed operating
hours. This calendar comes from website: http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html .

March, 2006

ARRL Inter. DX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Mar 4 to 2400Z, Mar 5

Wake-Up! QRP Sprint 0400Z-0429Z, Mar 4 and
0430Z-0459Z, Mar 4 and
0500Z-0529Z, Mar 4 and
0530Z-0600Z, Mar 4

Open Ukraine RTTY Championship 2200Z-2359Z, Mar 4 (Low Band) and
0000Z-0159Z, Mar 5 (Low Band) and
0800Z-1159Z, Mar 5 (High Band)

DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest 1100Z-1700Z, Mar 5

RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data 2000Z-2130Z, Mar 6

ARS Spartan Sprint 02002-0400Z, Mar 7

AGCW YL-CW Party 19002-2100Z, Mar 7

Pesky Texan Armadillo Chase 0230Z-0400Z, Mar 9

RSGB Commonwealth Contest 1000Z, Mar 11 to 1000Z, Mar 12

Idaho QSO Party 1300z, Mar 11 to 0100Z, Mar 12 and
1300Z, Mar 12 to 0100Z, Mar 13

AGCW QRP Contest 1400Z-2000Z, Mar 11

Oklahoma QSO Party 1400Z, Mar 11 to 0200Z, Mar 12 and
1400Z-2000Z, Mar 12

North American Sprint, RTTY 0000Z-0400Z, Mar 12

UBA Spring Contest, CW 0700Z-1100Z, Mar 12

NSARA Contest 12002-1600Z, Mar 12 and
1800Z-2200Z, Mar 12

Wisconsin QSO Party 1800z, Mar 12 to 0100Z, Mar 13

RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW 2000Z-2130Z, Mar 15

SARL VHF/UHF Contest 1600Z, Mar 17 to 1600Z, Mar 18 and
16002, Mar 18 to 1000Z, Mar 19

10-10 Int. Mobile Contest 0001z-2359Z, Mar 18

BARTG Spring RTTY Contest 0200z, Mar 18 to 0200z, Mar 20

Russian DX Contest 1200z, Mar 18 to 1200Z, Mar 19

AGCW VHF/UHF Contest 1600Z-1900Z, Mar 18 (144) and
1900Z-2100Z, Mar 18 (432)

CLARA and Family HF Contest 1700Z, Mar 18 to 1700Z, Mar 19

Virginia QSO Party 18002, Mar 18 to 0200Z, Mar 20

UBA Spring Contest, 6m 0700Z-1100Z, Mar 19

9K 15-Meter Contest 12002Z-1600Z, Mar 19

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 0200Z-0400Z, Mar 20
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RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB

2000Z-2130Z, Mar 23

CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB

0000Z, Mar 25 to 23597, Mar 26

UBA Spring Contest, 2m

0600Z-1000Z, Mar 26

Spring QRP Homebrewer Sprint

0000Z-0400Z, Mar 27

Kids Roundup

1400Z, Apr 1 to 2200Z, Apr 2

April, 2006 '

SP DX Contest

1500Z, Apr 1 to 1500Z, Apr 2

EA RTTY Contest

1600Z, Apr 1 to 1600Z, Apr 2

QCWA Spring QSO Party

1800z, Apr 1 to 1800Z, Apr 2

Missouri QSO Party

1800z, Apr 1 to 0500Z, Apr 2 and

1800Z-2400Z, Apr 2

RSGB RoPoCo 1

0700Z-0900Z, Apr 2

RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW

1900Z-2030Z, Apr 3

ARS Spartan Sprint

0100Z-0300Z, Apr 4

YLRL DX-YL to NA-YL Contest, CW

1400Z, Apr 4 to 0200Z, Apr 6

144 MHz Spring Sprint

1900 local - 2300 local, Apr 4

SARL 80m QSO Party

1700Z-2000Z, Apr 6

JIDX CW Contest

0700Z, Apr 8 to 1300Z, Apr 9

ARCI Spring QSO Party

1200Z, Apr 8 to 2400Z, Apr 9

EU Spring Sprint, CW

1600Z-1959Z, Apr 8

Georgia QSO Party

18002, Apr 8 to 03592, Apr 9 and

1400Z-2359Z, Apr 9

Yuri Gagarin International DX Contest

2100Z, Apr 8 to 2100Z, Apr 9

Montana QSO Party

2300Z, Apr 8 to 2300Z, Apr 9

UBA Spring Contest, SSB

0600Z-1000Z, Apr 9

SARL Hamnet 40m Simulated Emerg Contest

1200Z-1400Z, Apr 9

YLRL DX-YL to NA-YL Contest, SSB

1400Z, Apr 11 to 0200Z, Apr 13

222 MHz Spring Sprint

1900 local - 2300 local, Apr 12

RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB

1900Z-2030Z, Apr 12

ARLHS Annual Spring Lites QSO Party

0001Z, Apr 15 to 23597, Apr 23

ES Open HF Championship

0500Z-0559Z, Apr 15 and

0600Z-0659Z, Apr 15 and

0700Z-0759Z, Apr 15 and

0800z-0859Z, Apr 15

EU Spring Sprint, SSB

1600Z-1959Z, Apr 15

Michigan QSO Party

1600Z, Apr 15 to 0400Z, Apr 16

EA-QRP CW Contest

1700Z-2000Z, Apr 15 (20-10m) and

2000Z-2300Z, Apr 15 (80m) and

0700Z-1000Z, Apr 16 (40m) and

1000Z-1300Z, Apr 16 (20-10m)

Ontario QSO Party

1800Z, Apr 15 to 1800Z, Apr 16

YU DX Contest

2100Z, Apr 15 to 0500Z, Apr 16 and

0900Z-1700Z, Apr 16

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest

0100z-0300Z, Apr 17
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Low Power Spring Sprint

1400Z-2000Z, Apr 17

432 MHz Spring Sprint

1900 local - 2300 local, Apr 20

RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data

1900Z-2030Z, Apr 20

DX Colombia International Contest

0000Z, Apr 22 to 2359Z, Apr 23

SP DX RTTY Contest

1200Z, Apr 22 to 1200Z, Apr 23

Florida QSO Party

1600Z, Apr 22 to 01597, Apr 23 and

1200Z-2159Z, Apr 23

Helvetia Contest

1300Z, Apr 29 to 12597, Apr 30

Send comments and corrections about this page to Bruce Horn, WA7BNM
Revision Date: March 13, 2005
© 1998-2005 Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, All Rights Reserved
Information is also available from the ARRL contest web site http://www.arrl.org/contests/calendar.html
and the ARRL Contest Rate Sheet at http://www.arrl.org/contests/rate-sheet/. You can also get the Rate

Sheet emailed to you once a week. (You may have to copy

N2CQ QRP CONTEST CALENDAR
QRP CONTEST CALENDAR, March 2006

40 METER FOXHUNT - Each Friday 0200z to 0329z
(Thurs 9 PM to 10:29 PM EST)(Ends Mar 9)
Info: http://www.qgrpfoxhunt.org

ARRL International DX Contest (SSB) ... QRP Category
Mar 4, 0000z to Mar 5, 2400z

these URL’s into your browser to make them work.)

Rules: http://www.arrl.org/contests/calendar.html?year=2006

Wake-Up! QRP Sprint (CW) *** QRP Contest ***
Mar 4, 0400z to 0600z
Rules: http://www.qgrp.ru/sprint e.htm

Adventure Radio Society - Spartan Sprint (CW) ... QRP Contest!

Mar 7, 0200z to 0400z (First Monday 9 PM EST)
Rules: http://www.arsgrp.com/

Pesky Texan Armadillo Chase (CW) *** QRP Contest ***
Mar 9, 0230z to 0400z
Rules: http://www.w5nc.org/ptac/default.htm

Idaho QSO Party (Ph/CW/Dig) ... QRP Category
Mar 11, 1300z to Mar 12, 0100z and

Mar 12, 1300z to Mar 13, 0100z

Rules:

http://www.ida.net/users/kQip/parc/old newsletters/Idaho QSO.htm

Oklahoma QSO Party (CW/Digital/Phone) ... QRP Category
Mar 11, 1400z to Mar 12, 0200z and

Mar 12, 1400z to Mar 12, 2000z

Rules: http://okdxa.org

AGCW QRP Contest (CW) ... QRP/QRPp Category
Mar 11, 1400z to 2000z

Rules: http://www.agcw.org/agcw-con/2006/Englisch/agcw grp e.htm
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Elecraft QSO Party (CW/SSB/Dig) ...QRP Category
Mar 11, 1500z to Mar 12, 1500z
Rules: http://www.elecraft.com

Second Class Operator's Club Marathon Sprint (CW) .. QRP Contest!
Mar 11, 1800z to 2400z
Rules: http://www.qgsl.net/soc/contests.htm

North American Sprint (RTTY) ... QRP Category
Mar 12, 0000z to 0400z
Rules: http://www.ncjweb.com/sprintrules.php

UBA (Belgian) Spring Contest (CW-80m) ... QRP Category
Mar 12, 0700z to 1100z
Rules: http://www.uba.be/hf contests/rules en.html#

Wisconsin QSO Party (CW/SSB)...QRP Category
Mar 12, 1800z to Mar 13, 0100z
Rules: http://www.warac.org/index.htm

NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint *** QRP CONTEST! ***
EST: Mar 15, 8:30 PM to 10:30 PM

UTC: Mar 16, 0130z to 0330z

Rules: http://www.arm-tek.net/~yoel/contests.html

Ten-Ten Mobile QSO Party (CW/SSB) ... QRP Category
Mar 18, 0001z to 2359z
Rules: http://www.ten-ten.org/calendar.html

BARTG Spring RTTY Contest
Mar 18, 0200z to Mar 20, 0200z
Rules: http://www.bartg.demon.co.uk/Contests/06 rules.htm

Russian DX Contest (SSB/CW) ... QRP Category
Mar 18, 1200z to Mar 19, 1200z
Rules: http://www.rdxc.org/rulesg.asp

AGCW VHF/UHF Contest (CW) ... QRP Category
Mar 18, 1600z to 2100z

Rules: http://www.agcw.org/agcw-con/2006/Englisch/agcw-dI0 e.htm

Virginia QSO Party (CW/SSB/Dig) ... QRP Category
Mar 18, 1800z to Mar 20, 0200z

Rules: http://www.qgsl.net/sterling/VA QSO Party/2006 VOP Rules.html

RUN FOR THE BACON (CW) *** QRP CONTEST ***
EST: Mar 19, 9 PM to 11 PM

UTC: Mar 20, 0200z 0400z

Rules: http://fpgrp.com

Atlanticon
Mar 24 - 25
Info: http://www.njgrp.org/

CQ World-Wide WPX Contest (SSB) ... QRP Category
Mar 25, 0000z to Mar 26, 2359z
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Rules: http://www.cqg-amateur-radio.com/awards.html

Spring QRP Homebrewer Sprint (CW/PSK31) ... QRP Contest!!!!
Mar 27, 0000z to 0400z

(Sunday Mar 26, 7PM to 11PM EST)

Rules: http://www.njgrp.org/data/grphomebrewersprint.html

QRP BARBERSHOP QUARTET CONTEST (CW QRP)... QRP Contest!
Mar 29, 9 PM to 11 PM EST
Rules: http://www.io.com/~n5fc/barbershop contest.htm

Thanks to K3WWP, LA9HW, SM3CER, WA7BNM, ARRL and others for assistance in compiling this calendar.
Ken Newman - N2CQ N2CO@ARRL.NET ; http://www.amqrp.org/contesting/contesting.html ;
http://www.n3epa.org/Pages/Contest/contest.htm ; *Ed Note: Thanks to Terry, WU9F.
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General Information

Four Lakes Amateur Radio Club Membership Mail-In Application

Date: Callsign: License Class:

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone: Month & Day of Birth: (optional)

E-mail address:

ARRL Member: Yes No

Newsletter delivery is via E-mail, so please include your E-mail address above. If
you require a mailed copy, please check here

Dues: $20 regular, $17 Senior (65 plus), $10 Student, $14 additional family members.
(one newsletter per family)

Mail check and this completed application form to:

FLARC c/0 Don Michalski
4214 Mohawk Dr.
Madison, WI 53711

MDXC Scholarship

The Madison DX Club (MDXC) has established a student scholarship program to financially assist students

enrolled in institutions of higher learning. The program is intended to be a public service for this
community and it is hoped all amateur radio operators and friends will contribute support.

For complete details of the program you may go to http://www.madisondxclub.org. You may

contact us at scholarship@madisondxclub.org.

The MDXC (Madison DX Club) thanks you for your support to this important project.
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